This is to Certify that
The President of the United States of America
Takes Pride in Presenting

THE
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS
to

BARRY R. McCAFFREY
(First Award)

Citation: The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting the
Distinguished Service Cross to Barry R. McCaffrey (OF-101587), Captain
(Infantry), [then First Lieutenant], U.S. Army, for extraordinary heroism in
connection with military operations involving conflict with an armed hostile
force in the Republic of Vietnam, while serving with 2d Airborne Task Force,
Airborne Division Advisory Detachment (Airborne). Captain McCaffrey
distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous actions on 6 October 1966
while advising a Vietnamese Airborne Battalion on a search and clear
operation near Dong Ha. At 0315 hours the camp received intense mortar fire
which severely wounded Captain McCaffrey in the shoulder. With complete
disregard for his safety, he unhesitatingly ran through the intense automatic
weapons and mortar fire to estimate the severity of the attack. He soon
discovered that the senior American advisor had been killed, and all but one
of the company commanders were seriously wounded. After rendering aid to
the casualties, Captain McCaffrey took command and dauntlessly proceeded
around the perimeter to direct the defense against the insurgent human wave

assaults. Again he was wounded by mortar fragments, but ignored his own
condition and quickly organized a counterattack which successfully repelled
another Viet Cong attack. During the remainder of the 12-hour battle,
Captain McCaffrey repeatedly exposed himself to the hostile fire and directed
artillery and air strikes against the insurgent forces. Through his unremitting
courage and personal example, he inspired the besieged Vietnamese unit to
defeat four determined Viet Cong attacks and inflict heavy casualties on a
numerically superior hostile force. Only after assuring that all the wounded
had been extracted, and that a replacement advisor was with the battalion,
did he permit himself to be evacuated. Captain McCaffrey's extraordinary
heroism and devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of
the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the
United States Army.
Headquarters, US Army, Vietnam, General Orders No. 200 (January 16,
1967)
Born: November 17, 1942 at Taunton, Massachusetts
Home Town: Andover, Massachusetts

BARRY R. McCAFFREY
(Second Award)
Citation: The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting a
Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of a Second Award of the Distinguished
Service Cross to Barry R. McCaffrey (OF-101587), Captain (Infantry), U.S.
Army, for extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations
involving conflict with an armed hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam,
while serving with Company B, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 3d Brigade, 1st
Cavalry Division (Airmobile). Captain McCaffrey distinguished himself by
exceptionally valorous actions on 9 March 1969 as company commander
during a reconnaissance-in-force mission. When elements of one of his
platoon came under intense fire from a well-fortified enemy bunker complex,
Captain McCaffrey immediately moved forward to assault the hostile position
in order to relieve pressure on the beleaguered squad. He quickly deployed
his men for an attack and led the advance through the fusillade. When he had
pinpointed the source of the greatest concentration of fire, he initiated a
single-handed assault on the bunker. After several attempts, he finally
succeeded in destroying the machine gun bunker and its occupants. Despite

being wounded in the left arm, he continued to supervise the overrunning and
destruction of the hostile bunker system. After organizing the evacuation of
his casualties, he called in supporting fire on the enemy. Only after he was
assured that all of the wounded had been cared for and after he had organized
a defensive position, did he allow himself to be evacuated for medical
treatment. Captain McCaffrey's extraordinary heroism and devotion to duty
were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect
great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army.
Headquarters, US Army, Vietnam, General Orders No. 2905 (August 2,
1969)

